
CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF THE VERMILION COUNTY DEMOCRATIC CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
 

Constitution 
 

Name of Society 
C. 101 This Society is the Vermilion County Democratic Central Committee, situated in Vermilion 

County, Illinois, and the following is a list of rules and Constitution governing said Society. 
 

Object of Society 
C. 102 This Society is organized to promote the Democratic Party, its philosophy, national, state, and 

local candidates, in Vermilion County, ILlinois. 
 

Members of Society 
C. 103 This Society shall consist of the duly elected or duly appointed and various precinct committee 

persons of the Democratic party in Vermilion County, Illinois. 
 

Officers of the Society 
C. 104 This Society shall have six officers, namely a chairperson, three separate and distinct vice 

chairpersons, a secretary and a treasurer. Such officers shall be elected by the precinct committee persons, 
who shall have one vote for each ballot voted in his or her precinct by the primary electors of the Democratic 
Party at the primary where he or she was elected. 
 

Meetings of the Society 
C. 105 There shall be only one required meeting of the society as described in the election statutes 

now existing or as hereinafter modified. Special meetings can be called and held as is further described in the 
By-Laws. 
 

Amendments to this Constitution 
C. 106 This Constitution may be amended at any duly called or required meeting of the Society, so long 

as the membership in said Society shall have had 30 day Notice of said meeting, wherein the Agenda item of 
amending the Constitution is prominently displayed in said Notice, and providing further, that no amendment 
shall be voted on without a quorum being present, and two-thirds (⅔) vote in favor of the measure of the 
members present at said meeting. 

 
Powers of Society 

C. 107 This Society and its officers shall have the powers and discretions as described in the By-Laws, 
only to the extent they are not inconsistent with the Illinois Statutes made and provided. This Society shall not 
have the power to delegate any of their powers or functions to any other person, officer or committee, including 
without limitation, the Democratic State Central Committee, Congressional Committee, or the like; provided 
however that this shall not be constructed to prevent this Society from appointing from its own membership 
proper and necessary committees and sub-committees. 

 
By-Laws of Vermilion County Democratic Central Committee 

 
Article One 

Governing Laws 
B 1.01 These By-Laws constitute the code of rules adopted by the Vermilion County Democratic 

Central Committee. 



 
Purposes and Powers 

B 1.02 This Society shall have the purposes and powers as may be stated in its Constitution and such 
powers as are now or may be granted hereafter by the Illinois Statutes governing, or any successor legislation. 
 

Article Two 
 

Offices and Agency 
Principal and Branch Offices 

B. 2.01 The principal office of this Society in Illinois shall be located at such place as the members may 
designate by resolution. The Society shall maintain offices only within the County of Vermilion in the State of 
illinois. 
 

Article Three 
 

Membership 
B. 3.01 The members of this Society are the duly elected precinct committee people from Vermilion 

County, Illinois. A precinct committee person must be a bona fide resident of the precinct where he was 
elected, (i.e., the one candidate who has received highest number of votes for that position in that precinct at 
the primary election). 
 

Terms of Members 
B. 3.02 All precinct committee people so duly elected shall continue as such committee person until the 

date of the primary to be held in the second year after their election. However , a vacancy shall exist in the 
office of precinct committee person when a precinct committee person ceases to reside in the precinct in which 
he was elected, or dies or resigns such office prior to the expiration of his/her term, and such precinct 
committee person shall thereafter neither have nor excersise any rights, powers or duties of that office in that 
office, even if a successor has not been elected or appointed. 
 

Qualifications of Members 
B. 3.03 Any person who is the duly elected precinct committee person by the electors of the Democratic 

Party at the primary for said party held pursuant to statutes shall be a member of this Society. The candidate 
for such position who receives the highest number of votes for such position shall be the precinct committee 
person for that precinct. The official returns of the primary shall show the names of the committee persons of 
the Democratic Party. 
 

Vacancies 
B. 3.04 Except as otherwise provided by lw, in the event that a vacancy occurs in the membership, so 

that there is no duly elected and otherwise qualified precinct committee person acting in that capacity, the 
chairperson of this Society shall be empowered to appoint a successor committee person for the remainder of 
said term. This shall be construed as a power merely, and not a mandate. Except as otherwise provided by 
statute, such appointee shall have all of the rights, duties, powers, obligations and immunities of such office for 
the remainder of the term so far as concerns this Society. 
 

Meetings 
B. 3.04 Except as otherwise provided by statute, the members shall meet on the second Monday next 

succeeding the primary at which committee persons are elected at a place to be selected by the Chairperson 
of this Society, so long as such place is within the boundaries of the county seat of Vermilion COunty, and 



proceed to organize by electing from its own number, such officers as the membership deems necessary with 
full regard to these By-Laws, the Constitution, and the applicable state statute. Such meeting shall be known 
as the County Convention. 
 

B. 3.05 The Chairperson shall forward to the State Board of Elections the names and post office 
address of the officers, precinct committee people and representative committee people elected by his/her 
political party, within ten (10) days after the County Convention. 
 

B. 3.06 The County Convention shall tend to all other business as directed by statute and any other 
business necessary and proper under the circumstances. 
 

Special Meetings 
B. 3.07 Special Meetings shall be held at the sole discretion of the chairperson upon Notice or may be 

called by twenty-five percent (25%) of the members of this Society upon Notice. 
 

Notice of Meetings 
B. 3.08 Written Notice, stating the place, day and hour of the meeting and in the case of special 

meeting the purpose or purposes of which meeting is called must be delivered not less than five (5) days nor 
more than forty (40) days before the date of the Members’ meeting, either personally or by ordinary first-class 
mail, by or at the direction of the chairperson, the secretary or other persons calling the meeting to each 
member entitled to note at such meeting. If mailed, the Notice will be deemed to be delivered when deposited 
in the United States mail addressed to the member at his/her last known address, with postage prepaid. 
 

Voting Rights of Members 
B. 3.09 Each member shall be entitled to have one vote for each ballot voted in his/her precinct by the 

primary electors of the Democratic Party at the primary election where he or she was elected. Except as 
otherwise provided by statute, this voting privilege shall extend to elected members or appointed members, 
and appointed members’ votes shall reflect the number of such primary electorate at the most recent primary 
election. 
 

Members’ Proxy Voting 
B. 3.10 A member may vote either in person or by proxy executed in writing by the member. No proxy 

will be recognized as valid after six (6) months from the date of its execution. No vote may be take by mail. 
 

Quorum of Members 
B. 3.11 A Quorum shall consist of fifty percent (50%) of the members present in person or by proxy. 

The vote of a majority of the votes entitled to be cast by the members present or represented by proxy at a 
meeting at which a quorum is present is necessary for the adoption of any matter voted on by the members, 
unless a greater proportion is required by state statute, the Constitution of the Society, or any provision of 
these By-Laws. 
 

Transferability of Membership 
B. 3.12 Membership in this Society is not transferable and non-assignable. 

 
Termination of Membership 

B. 3.13 Except as otherwise provided by statute, membership shall be terminated on the following 
conditions, and for no other reason; 

(1) Receipt by the Society of a written designation of a member, executed by such member, or 



(2) On the death of a member, or 
(3) For cause, inconsistent with the object and goals of this Society. 

However, in the event that condition (3) above is considered, such termination shall not be effective unless 
two-thirds (⅔) of the members present at the meeting approve termination. 
 

B. 3.14 Robert’s Rules of Order shall guide membership meetings as to procedure. 
 

Article Four 
B. 4.01 The officers of this Society shall consist of the following: 

(1) Chairperson 
(2) First Vice Chairperson 
(3) Second Vice Chairperson 
(4) Third Vice Chairperson 
(5) Secretary 
(6) Treasurer 

 
Selection of Officers 

B. 4.02 Each of the officers of this Society shall be elected and appointed at the County Convention by 
the membership. Each officer shall remain in office until a successor to such office has been elected and 
qualified. Vacancies in office shall be filled by the Chairperson, except the office of chairperson and secretary 
which shall be elected. 

 
Multiple Officeholders 

B. 4.03 In any election of officers, the Membership or Chairperson may not elect or appoint a single 
person to any more than one office simultaneously. 

 
Chairperson 

B. 4.04 The Chairperson will preside at all meetings of members, appoint the members and chairpeople 
of the various standing committees, and shall be an ex-officio member of each such standing committee. The 
Chairperson shall discharge such other duties as are not delegated otherwise, and such further duties as shall 
be delegated by the members, committees or by the statutes made and provided. Furthermore, the 
Chairperson shall control the distribution of this society’s funds, their appropriation and amount, subject only to 
the duties imposed by law. 
 

First Vice Chairperson 
B. 4.05 The First Vice Chairperson shall perform all of the duties and exercise all of the powers of the 

Chairperson when the Chairperson is absent or is otherwise unable to act. The First Vice Chairperson shall 
perform such other duties as may be directed from time to time by the Chairperson. 
 

Second Vice Chairperson 
B. 4.06 The Second Vice Chairperson shall perform all of the duties and exercise all of the powers of 

the Chairperson when the Chairperson and First Vice Chairperson are absent or otherwise unable to act. The 
Second Vice Chairperson shall perform such other duties as may be directed from time to time by the 
chairperson. 
 

Third Vice Chairperson 
B. 4.07 The Third Vice Chairperson shall perform all of the duties and exercise all of the powers of the 

Chairperson when the Chairperson, First Vice Chairperson, and Second Vice Chairperson are absent or 



otherwise unable to act. The Third Vice Chairperson shall perform such other duties as may be directed from 
time to time by the chairperson. 
 

Secretary 
B. 4.08 The Secretary shall keep minutes of all meetings of members and shall be custodian of the 

secretary’s records, will give all notices as are required by law or by these By-Laws, and, generally, will 
perform all duties incident to the office of the Secretary and such other duties as may be required by law, by 
the Constitution, or by these By-Laws, or which may be assigned from time to time by the Chairperson. 
 

Treasurer 
B. 4.09 The Treasurer shall have charge and custody of all funds of this Society, and shall deposit the 

funds as required, and shall keep and maintain adequate and correct accounts of the Society’s properties and 
business transactions, will render reports and accountings to the Members as required by the statute or by the 
Membership, and will perform in general all duties incident to the office of Treasurer nd such other duties as 
may be required by law, by the Constitution, or by these By-laws, or which may be assigned from time to time 
by the Chairperson. 
 

Removal from Office 
B. 4.10 Any Officer elected or appointed to office may be removed by the Chairperson authorized under 

these By-Laws to elect or appoint such Officers whenever in his/her judgement the best interests of this 
Society will be served. 
 

Article Five 
 

Informal Action 
Waiver of Notice 

 
B. 5.01 Whenever any notice whatever is required to be given under the provisions of the Constitution, 

statute, or these By-Laws, a waiver of such notice in writing signed by the person or persons entitled to notice, 
whether before or after the time stated in such waiver, will be deemed equivalent to the giving of such notice. 
 

B. 5.02 Any action required by law or under the Constitution or these By-Laws, or any action which 
otherwise may be taken at a meeting of the Members may be taken without a meeting if a consent in writing, 
setting forth the action so taken, is signed by all of the persons entitled to vote with respect to the subject 
matter of such consent. Such consent will have the the same force and effect as a unanimous note. 
 

Article Six 
 

Committees 
B. 6.01 This Society may have certain committees, each of which shall consist of two or more 

members, exclusive in number of the Chairperson, who shall be an ex-officer member of every committee, and 
such committee shall have and exercise same prescribed authority of this Society. However no such 
committee shall have the authority of the Chairperson or the Members with reference to any of the following: 
 

(1) The Constitution of this Society, 
(2) By-Laws, 
(3) Resolutions of the Membership which by their terms provide against such 

action by a committee 



(4) Holding of any office or committee membership, 
(5) Plans of merger or consolidation of this Society. 
 

Creation of Committees 
B. 6.02 The Chairperson chall designate and appoint one or more committees and delegate to such 

committees specific and prescribed authority to exercise in the operation of this Society. However, the creation 
of such committees shall not operate to relieve anyone of any responsibility imposed on another by law. 
 

Required Committees 
B. 6.03 The following committees shall always be operative as part of the society and with the following 

specific and prescribed authority to be seving from time to time thereon are to be designated and appointed by 
the Chairperson which may be otherwise add to the scope of such committee’s authority, if legally permissible, 
but not subtract from it. The Chairperson shall be ex-officio members of each such required committee. 
 

(1) Finance Committee which shall review and recommend a budget for the county 
and report, with the Treasurer, the status of the financial offices of this society. 

(2) By-laws Committee, which shall review and recommend to the Membership 
changes, additions or modifications in these By-Laws. 

(3) Campaign Committee, which shall meet to recommend nominees for election of 
the various county elected positions. 

(4) Executive, which shall consist of the most recent former Chairperson of this 
Society, the current Chairperson of this Society, the democratic and elected state 
Representative from this district and such other persons as designated by the 
Chairperson, and shall perform the executive functions delegated to it by the 
Chairperson or the Membership, except as otherwise prohibited by law or these 
By-Laws. It is contemplated that this committee shall be advisory only, and shall 
not take any action heretofore delegated to the Chairperson or to the 
Membership. 

 
Adhoc Committees 

B. 6.04 In addition, the Chairperson may designate and appoint certain adhoc Committees designed to 
transact certain ministerial business of the Society or to advise the Chairperson or the Members. The 
Chairperson may terminate any such Committee. 
 

Article Seven 
 

Execution of Documents 
B. 7.01 Except as otherwise provide by law, checks, drafts, promissory notes, orders for the payment of 

money, and other evidences of indebtedness of this Society shall be signed by the Treasurer and 
countersigned by the Chairperson. Contracts, leases, or other instruments executed in the name of and on 
behalf of the Society shall be signed by the Secretary and countersigned by the Chairperson. 
 

Books and Records 
B. 7.02 This Society shall keep correct and complete books and records of account and will also keep 

minutes of the proceedings of its Members and committees. The Society shall keep at its office a record giving 
the names and addresses of its Members entitled to vote. 
 

Inspection of Books and Records 



B. 7.03 All books and records of this Society may be inspected by any Member, or his agent or 
attorney, for any proper purpose at any reasonable time. 
 

Not for profit Operations 
B. 7.04 This Society will not have or issue shares of stock. No dividend will be paid, and no part of the 

income of this Society will be distributed to its Members or Officers. However, the Society may pay 
compensation in a reasonable amount to Members or officers for services rendered. 
 

Loans to Management 
B. 7.05 This Society will make no loans to any of its Officers, personnel, or Members; but shall not be 

prohibited from contributing to various local election campaigns, in sole discretion of the Chairperson. 
 

Article Eight 
 

Amendment 
Modification of by-Laws 

The power to alter, amend, or repeal these By-laws, or to adopt new By-laws, is vested in membership. 
 
Adoption of By-Laws 

Adopted by the Membership of the Vermilion County Central Committee by resolution and note of 
______ for to _____ against on _________________, 1984, at Danville, Vermilion County, Illinois. 
 
 

___________________________________ 
CHAIRPERSON  

 
Attest: __________________________ 

SECRETARY 


